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Mr. Deane also spoke of having heard recently from 
the President, Mr. Winthrop, who desired to he remem- 
bered to the brethren. In consequence of the illness 
of Mrs. Winthrop's father and brother, his visit abroad 
had been somewhat abridged, and the party had taken 
passage for New York in the steamer which sails on the 
12th instant. Mr. Winthrop said that, on landing, he 
should proceed directly to Canandaigua, the residence 
of Mrs. Winthrop's father and brother, but he expected 
to be in Massachusetts by the following month. 



OCTOBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, October 8th, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; 
at which the President, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 
took the chair for the first time, after an absence of 
more than fifteen months in Europe. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last 
meeting. 

The Librarian reported donations to the Library the 
past month from the City of Boston ; the Chicago His- 
torical Society ; the Massachusetts Medical Society ; the 
New-England Loyal Publication Society ; the Trustees 
of the Public Library of the City of Boston ; the Editors 
of the " Advocate " ; the Publishers of the " Book 
Buyer " ; William Allen, Esq. ; John Appleton, M.D. ; 
Mr. George Arnold ; William T. Brigham, Esq. ; Mr. J. 
M. Bugbee ; Rev. S. Hopkins Emery; Captain William 
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F % Goodwin, U.S.A. ; Benjamin P. Johnson, Esq. ; Mr. 
Frederic Kidder ; Mr. Joel Munsell ; Professor Alpheus 
S. Packard; Mr. Daniel Kavenel; Messrs. Sampson, 
Davenport, & Co. ; Walter Wells, Esq. ; and from 
Messrs. Denny, J. C. Gray, Green, Lawrence, Lincoln, 
C. Bobbins, and Saltonstall, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary read the following let- 
ter: — 

Public Library, Boston, Oct. 3, 1868. 
Ekt. Chandler Bobbins, D.D., 

Cor. Sec. Mass. Hist. Society. 

Dear Sie, — Supposing, from the publication of the " Mather 

Papers," in vol. viii., 4th series of the Collections of your Society, 

that you have no farther use for those papers, and as we have need of 

them now to complete the cataloguing of the " Prince Collection," 

I have most respectfully to request (if my first supposition is a fact), 

that you will kindly give orders to have them delivered to us. 

With great respect, J. Winsok, Supt. 

Thereupon it was — 

Voted, That the "Mather Papers," and all other man- 
uscripts belonging to the " New-England " or " Prince 
Library," — which have been retained for special use 
through the courtesy of the pastors and deacons of the 
Old South Church, since the books and papers of that 
collection, deposited with this Society in 1814, were, in 
1859, transferred to the custody of the Old South 
Church, and by them afterwards placed in the Public 
Library, — be now delivered to the custody of the Super- 
intendent of the Public Library. 

Voted, that the grateful acknowledgments of this So- 
ciety be tendered to the pastors and deacons of the Old 
South Church ; and also to the Trustees of the Public 
Library, for their courtesy in permitting the Society to 
retain the manuscripts referred to in the foregoing vote. 
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The Corresponding Secretary also read a letter from 
Kobert Clarke, of the publishing firm of Kobert Clarke 
& Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, dated October 8th, 1868, and 
saying, — 

" We are about reviving the Historical Society of Ohio. 
The Committee appointed to revise the Constitution would 
be glad to have a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of 
your Society, to aid them in their work. If you can spare a 
copy, please forward it to my address." 

Voted, to comply with the request of Mr. Clarke. 
The President, Mr. Winthrop, now spoke as follows : 

I am most deeply sensible,- gentlemen, of the compliment 
and the kindness of this unwontedly full attendance, if I 
may be pardoned for attributing it in any degree to personal 
considerations. I thank you sincerely for so gratifying a 
welcome. I need not assure you, I trust, how glad I am 
to see so many of the old familiar faces in the old familiar 
seats, and to find myself once more surrounded by so many 
cherished associates and friends, in the place where, above all 
other places, outside of my own domestic roof, I have been 
privileged to feel myself at home. It has not been without 
many compunctions that I have stayed away from you so 
long ; but circumstances beyond my control have governed 
my movements, at first keeping me abroad longer than I had 
originally proposed, and at last hurrying me back before my 
appointed time. Let me offer to you all, as I do from the 
bottom of my heart, my most grateful acknowledgments of 
your indulgence during my absence, and especially of the 
honor you did me at your last Annual Meeting in re-electing 
me your President for another year. My excellent friend, 
your Recording Secretary, and more than one of your Stand- 
ing Committee, will bear me witness, that my written resig- 
nation was in their hands and at their disposal, if it had been 
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the pleasure of the Society to release me from further service. 
Let me offer, too, an especial acknowledgment, and I am sure 
you will all unite with me in doing so, to my valued friend, 
Colonel Aspinwall — I should almost have called him my 
venerable friend, if he had not looked so hale and fresh when 
he greeted me this morning — for the punctuality and fidelity 
with which he has more than filled my place as your first 
Vice-President. 

I have not been wholly unmindful, gentlemen, of the inter- 
ests of our Society in foreign lands ; and I hope to be able, from 
time to time, to make some communications and contributions, 
for its collections or archives, as the fruit of my tour. But I 
came home too suddenly, and have been at home too few 
days, — I might say too few hours, — to be prepared for any 
thing formal or ceremonious this morning. There is, however, 
one commission with which the Society intrusted me on my 
departure, which I have most happily been able to fulfil ; and, I 
am assured, to your entire satisfaction. Of that commission 
I can make report at once, and you may all see at my side the 
unmistakable evidence of my success, in this beautiful bust of 
our munificent benefactor, George Peabody. 

This bust, gentlemen, I am sure, will speak for itself, in 
more senses than one. No one who is at all acquainted with 
the genial countenance of Mr. Peabody can ever doubt for a 
moment whom it portrays. Nor can any one who is at all 
familiar with works of modern sculpture hesitate to pro- 
nounce it one of the most exquisitely finished heads of Hiram 
Powers. Neither the artist nor the subject are accustomed 
to leave room for any mistake as to who they are, or what 
they have done. 

But there is still a story to be told as to the way in which 
this admirable bust has now come into our possession, which, 
in justice to all concerned, must not be omitted on this occa- 
sion, and which I will tell in the simplest manner. It hap- 
pened that, while I was at Rome last winter, my gallant friend, 
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Admiral Farragut, with whom I was conversing about that 
noble endowment for Southern Education, of which he and 
myself are fellow-trustees, mentioned that he had seen a fine 
bust of Mr. Peabody in Powers's studio at Florence. As I 
was writing to Powers the next day on business of my own, 
I took occasion to tell him that I had a commission for pro- 
curing a bust of Mr. Peabody for one of the institutions which 
he had so generously endowed ; and I begged him not to dis- 
pose of it elsewhere until I should see him. What was my 
astonishment and gratification at receiving, by return of mail, 
a free gift of the bust, to be presented to any institution I 
might select, on the single condition that Mr. Powers's name 
" should not go into the newspapers " ! . A subsequent letter 
happily relieved me from the strictness of a condition not 
often easy to be fulfilled. " I have no objection," the accom- 
plished artist wrote me on the 4th of July last, " to its being 
known (not published especially, however, in any report) that 
I have presented this bust to you, with permission to dispose 
of it as you like. What I meant was, that the gift of it to the 
institution should be wholly and entirely your own." 

It is under these circumstances, that I now present the bust 
to this Society, assured that its value will be greatly enhanced 
in the estimation of you all, as coming from the hands of an 
American artist, whose skill in this line of art, certainly, has 
never been surpassed ; and whose modesty, I know, will not 
prevent you from offering him some fit acknowledgment of 
the liberality with which he has placed this noble bust at my 
disposal. 

I cannot pass from this topic, gentlemen, without giving 
you the latest tidings of Mr. Peabody himself. I was with 
him at Oxford last year, and witnessed the honors paid him 
by that ancient university. I was with him in Rome during 
the winter, where Story has executed a magnificent statue of 
him for the London Exchange, and where I was privileged to 
accompany him to a private audience by the Pope. As I 
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passed through Paris in the spring, where he had received 
the compliment of a special reception by the Emperor and 
Empress, I found his portrait, with an elaborate memoir, in 
one of the illustrated journals of France, a copy of which I 
now lay on the table. More recently, — indeed within a few 
weeks past, — I have seen him in London, whither he had come 
to bid me good-by. I spent an hour or two with him on three 
successive days ; and, though I am sorry to say he was con- 
fined to his chamber, and almost to his bed, he was full of 
confidence and courage ; assuring me that he should soon be 
well ; still doing and devising liberal things ; inquiring with 
eager interest about the various trusts he had established in 
his native land; and promising to come over again in 1870 to 
see his relatives and friends, and to visit those Southern 
schools whose progress and prosperity he has so deeply at 
heart. 

I cannot forget, gentlemen, in concluding these desultory 
remarks, that we have been deprived of more than one of our 
most valued and honored associates since I was last with you. 
I recall the names of Mr. Charles G. Loring, Governor An- 
drew, and the venerable Governor Lincoln, which are no 
longer on our living roll, but which are still fresh in the 
grateful remembrance of us all. 

From our honorary roll, too, we have lost the name of 
Mr. Justice Wayne, of the Hon. Mr. W. C. Rives, and of 
others hardly less distinguished. I will not attempt to add 
any thing further* on this occasion to the tributes which 
you have already paid to these deceased American asso- 
ciates. But I cannot omit to mention, that, since my arrival 
at New York, within a few days past, the ocean cable has 
announced the death of our eminent foreign Associate, the 
Very Reverend Henry Hart Milman, Dean of St. Paul's. 
It was my good fortune to make the acquaintance of Dean 
Milman more than twenty years ago; and I have been 
privileged to renew it on both my subsequent visits to 
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England. It is hardly more than two months since I ac- 
companied him to a service at St. Paul's, after spending 
an hour with him in his library. Bent almost double, at 
times, by physical infirmity, he had still the cheerful and 
genial spirit which characterized his earlier years and gave 
such a charm to his conversation. At the age of seventy- 
seven, too, he was still laboring in the cause of history. 
Mr. Murray, the eminent publisher, showed me, just before 
I left London, the first proof-sheets of " The Memorials of 
St. Paul's," which the Dean was preparing after the exam- 
ple of Dean Stanley's delightful " Memorials of Westminster 
Abbey." I know not how far this work may have been 
completed: I trust it may not be lost; but there is enough 
which cannot be lost. His charming " Life of Horace," in 
that exquisite edition of the old classic poet, would have 
been sufficient of itself to endear his memory to every scholar ; 
while his successive histories of the Jews, of Christianity, 
and of Latin Christianity, and his many other admirable pro- 
ductions, both in prose and poetry, have secured him a 
proud name in English literature. You will all agree with 
me, gentlemen, that we are called to lament the loss of one 
of the most distinguished ornaments of our Society. 

On motion of Professor Parker, it was — 

Voted, That the President be requested to prepare 
for publication in the Proceedings of the Society, such 
portions of his address on assuming the chair this morn- 
ing as he may deem expedient. 

On motion of Dr. Bigelow, it was — 

Voted, That the Massachusetts Historical Society re- 
ceive and accept with great gratification the admirable 
bust of its Honorary Associate and liberal benefactor, 
George Peabody, and desire to express their thanks to 
the President, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, for his 
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agency in obtaining this exquisite work of art for their 
■ Cabinet. 

Voted, That the President communicate to Mr. Hiram 
Powers, the eminent American sculptor, to whose liber- 
ality we are primarily indebted for this bust of Mr. Pea- 
body, an assurance of our high appreciation of this 
product of his chisel, and the great satisfaction with 
which we shall give it a place in our historical gallery. 

Mr. Amort asked leave to take copies of certain 
papers in the volumes of " Trumbull Papers " in the 
archives of the Society. 

Voted, to grant Mr. Amory's request, which was re- 
ferred to the Standing Committee, under the rules. 

Mr. Deane read the following letter from our Corre- 
sponding Member, the Hon. H. B. Grigsby, of Vir- 
ginia : — 

Norfolk, Sept. 21, 1868. 

My dear Sir, — : I send to your address a framed photograph of 
the statue of Jefferson, by Gait, with the writer, as, exhausted and 
worn down by a typhoid fever of three months' duration, he appeared 
on the occasion of the inauguration. As a work of art the photograph 
is very poor ; but we should like to look on as good a representation 
of the scene of the inauguration of Houdon's statue of Washington. 
The image of Jefferson is as faithfully portrayed in stone by Gait as 
has been that of Washington by Houdon. 

At all events, I send the picture, a suppliant for a berth in your 
historical hall ; and, if it do no more, it will show that I am not un- 
mindful of the Society and of the gentlemen who compose it. 

With the highest respect for the Society, 

I am, very truly, yours, 

Hugh Blair Grigsbt. 
To Charles Deane, Esq., Cambridge, Mass. 

Voted, that the thanks of the Society be presented to 
the Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby for his acceptable gift 
to the Cabinet. 
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Mr. Deane laid before the Society a number of let- 
ters in answer to queries of Judge Tucker, of Virginia, 
respecting the slavery and freedom of negroes in Mas- 
sachusetts. These letters, which belong to the Cabinet 
of the Corresponding Secretary, were addressed to Dr. 
Belknap, in 1795, by John Adams, James Sullivan, Dr. 
Holyoke, Samuel Dexter the elder, John Eliot, James 
Winthrop, Thomas Pemberton, and Nathan Appleton ; 
to whom Dr. Belknap had communicated the queries of 
Judge Tucker. The collection includes some unpub- 
lished letters of Judge Tucker. Dr. Belknap gave a 
resume of the letters of these distinguished Massachu- 
setts gentlemen in his reply to Judge Tucker, published 
in the fourth volume of the " Collections " ; but the let- 
ters, Mr. Deane felt, should be printed entire ; and he 
brought them forward now, not for the purpose of read- 
ing them, but that they might take their place in the 
volume of Proceedings. 

Dr. Ellis said he was aware of the existence of these 
letters, and had hoped to use them in the preparation of 
the volume of Proceedings which was to embrace the 
early history of the Society, — a volume which had been 
for some time contemplated. 



